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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) outlines how RES (the Applicant) has engaged with the local 

community to inform them about the proposed Fairgreen Battery Energy Storage System, hereinafter referred 

to as the ‘Proposed Development’.  

It explains how and when the community were consulted before the planning application was submitted to 

Basildon Council and how this consultation has shaped the Proposed Development. 

The SCI summarises those activities undertaken, details how comments received from the community were 

considered, and sets out if any consequent changes or mitigating measures have been included in the proposal. 

 

1.2 Proposed Development 

The Proposed Development consists of an up to 150MW Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) located on a 

parcel of land at the centre of the Fairglen Interchange, approximately 1km north of South Benfleet, Essex. 

The proposed site is not expected to exceed 18.3 hectares and would comprise approximately 168 battery 

storage containers, as well as associated foundations, power conversion systems, substation infrastructure, a 

transformer, and cabling.  

The site has been chosen due to its proximity to Rayleigh substation, and if consented, the BESS would connect 

directly into this substation.  

 

2 The Applicant’s commitment to consultation 

The Applicant is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, working across 24 countries and 

active in wind, solar, battery energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution. As an industry 

innovator for over 40 years, The Applicant has delivered more than 28GW of renewable energy projects across 

the globe and supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 43GW worldwide for a large client base.  

The Applicant is committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of engaging with all its stakeholders, 

including local residents and community organisations, and believes that the views of local people are an 

integral part of the development process. The Applicant wants to be a good neighbour to the communities that 

host its projects and will listen to and address questions or concerns that interested parties might have. A 

comprehensive process that engages with local people and stakeholders at an early stage allows an informed 

debate that helps the Applicant identify issues of potential concern, explore solutions and design a project that 

will be welcomed as a positive asset by the local community. 

 

3 Statutory requirements and best practice guidance 

Conducting an early and transparent pre-application public consultation is consistent with the guidance within 

the NPPF (2023). Paragraph 39 of the NPPF states that:  
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“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application 

system for all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables better coordination between public and 

private resources and improved outcomes for the community.” 

The NPPF goes on to state that:  

“[Local Authorities] should also, where they think this would be beneficial, encourage any applicants who are not 

already required to do so by law to engage with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and non-

statutory consultees, before submitting their applications.”  

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act of 2004 ensures Local Authorities develop strategies to engage the 

local community in the planning process. These strategies must be set out in a document called a ‘Statement of 

Community Involvement’ and must be aimed at all sections of society - including identified ‘hard to reach’ 

groups - and encourage engagement in the planning process. The aim is to encourage ‘ownership’ of the 

planning process by the community.  

As a result, this SCI (for the Proposed Development) also fulfils a recommendation of Basildon Council, as the 

Local Planning Authority, to provide people with an opportunity to feed into the design process of a scheme.  

Basildon Council’s Statement of Community Involvement1 sets out how early community consultation should 

take place on planning issues. Paragraph 2.3 states: 

“In accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the NPPF, the Council encourages developers to consult with the 

wider community, stakeholders and residents prior to submission of a planning application. The aim is that the 

community is involved at the earliest possible stage before the developers finalise their proposals. This can often 

reduce the time taken to determine an application”. 

 

4 Consultation methodology 

The purpose of pre-application community consultation is to improve, where possible, the quality of the 

proposed planning application by considering public opinions and addressing, wherever possible, any issues 

raised by stakeholders. It is also intended that any interested stakeholders have access to up-to-date and 

accurate information regarding the Proposed Development and the opportunity to provide feedback to be 

considered prior to the proposed planning application being finalised and submitted. 

4.1 Community and stakeholder mapping 

This section details the key local stakeholders that the Applicant identified and consulted with during the pre-

application consultation process. Prior to the start of the consultation, the Applicant undertook desktop 

research to develop a comprehensive understanding of the key stakeholders to engage with during pre- 

application community consultation. This research involved identifying local stakeholders located around the 

site of the Proposed Development. 

The stakeholder groups identified included: 

• Locally elected political representatives including: 

o MPs for Castle Point and Rayleigh & Wickford constituencies.   

o Relevant ward councillors from Pitsea South East and Wickford Park of Basildon Council 

o Relevant ward councillors from Thundersley North of Castle Point Borough Council 

o Relevant ward councillors from Wheatley Ward of Rochford District Council 

 

1 Basildon Council - Statement of Community Involvement - Third Revision - October 2020 

https://www.basildon.gov.uk/media/10326/Basildon-Council-Statement-of-Community-Involvement-Third-Revision-October-2020/pdf/Basildon_Council_-_Statement_of_Community_Involvement_-_Third_Revision_-_October_2020.pdf?m=1605021961230
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o Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet 

• The immediate population around the Proposed Development. 

 

5 Consultation 

The pre-application public consultation began on 18 March 2025. During the pre-application public 

consultation, a range of communication methods were used to provide information about the Proposed 

Development and ensure that the local community had the opportunity to provide their feedback. These 

methods included: 

 

5.1 Letter emailed to elected representatives – 27 February 2025 

The Applicant wrote to the elected representatives to advise them that the Applicant was investigating the 

potential for a BESS development at the site location and would commence a number of consultation activities 

shortly – including setting up a dedicated project website and holding a public exhibition to gather people’s 

feedback on the proposal.  

The letter also invited the representatives to join a combined meeting on 12 March 2025 to discuss the proposal 

ahead of the public exhibition. A copy of the letter can be found at Appendix A.  

 

5.2 Project website – 27 February 2025 

On 27 February, a project website was launched at www.fairgreen-batterystorage.co.uk containing 

information on the Proposed Development as well as contact details for the project team to facilitate direct 

engagement.  

The project website was updated with details of the public exhibition location and times and will remain live to 

link to all planning application documentation when the submission is made.  

 

5.3 Pre-exhibition advertising – 7 March 2025 

The Applicant placed an advertisement which appeared in the Basildon Echo on Friday 7 March 2025 to help 

raise awareness of the upcoming public exhibition. A copy of the advertisement can be found at Appendix B. 

 

5.4 Community pre-application newsletter mailing – 7 March 2025 

The Applicant sent a newsletter, advertising the upcoming public exhibition event to 415 properties identified in 

the immediate vicinity to the Proposed Development. A copy of the newsletter can be found at Appendix C. 

http://www.fairgreen-batterystorage.co.uk/
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Figure 1 – Community pre-exhibition newsletter mailing area  

 

5.5 Newsletter emailed to elected representatives – 10 March 2025 

The Applicant emailed a copy of the newsletter, advertising the upcoming public exhibition event to parish 

council, ward members and local MPs. This email also reminded elected representatives of the invitation to a 

combined meeting on 12 March 2025.  

 

5.6 Combined meeting for elected representatives – 12 March 2025 

The Applicant hosted a meeting to discuss the project with available representatives ahead of the public 

exhibition. One attendee was available for this meeting. The presentation for this meeting can be found at 

Appendix D. 
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5.7 Public exhibition - 18 March 2025 

The public exhibition took place on 18 March 2025 between 2pm and 7pm at Pitsea Mount Community 

Association Hall, Brackendale Ave, Pitsea SS13 3BD. 

 

Figure 2 – Public exhibition at Pitsea Mount Community Association Hall 

One person attended the public exhibition, and a copy of the information boards presented at the public 

exhibition can be found at Appendix E. 

For people without internet access, hard copies of the public exhibition materials were made available upon 

request. No requests for hard copies were received.  

A comment form was produced to encourage feedback from people about renewable energy and BESS in 

general and the project design specifically. The comment form was made available as a hard copy to submit at 

the public exhibition, as well as on the project website where it could be submitted online, by email or by post. 

A copy of the comment form can be found at Appendix F. 

The consultation period for feedback on the proposal ran from 18 March until 28 March 2025. A total of one 

completed comment form was received by the Applicant. 

At all stages of the consultation process, the Applicant set out clearly the purpose of the consultation and 

emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining authority and that there would 

be the opportunity for representations to be made to the determining authority once the planning application 

was submitted. 

 

5.8 Summary of consultation and correspondence  

In summary, a range of engagement and communication activities were undertaken as part of the pre-

application consultation - reaching both local stakeholders as well as audiences in the wider area. This activity 

included: 

• Letters to – and correspondence with - elected representatives; 

• Advertisements for the public exhibition in the local press; 

• Newsletter informing local residents and elected representatives about the public exhibition; 

• A combined meeting with available elected representatives 
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• A public exhibition; and 

• A dedicated project website. 

 

6 Feedback and applicant’s response 

The Applicant believes in meaningful and effective consultation to facilitate constructive dialogue with 

stakeholders and the community. All feedback received through the pre-application consultation activities has 

been considered, as part of the pre-application process.  

While limited, the feedback received ahead of submitting the application is summarised below together with 

the Applicant’s response. 

Issue raised Applicant’s response 

Location 

Precise location of your development “Where is the 

precise location of the BESS” 

 

Confusion between projects in the local area “Is 

this the development that has just been granted 

permission?” 

 

The Proposed Development is located south of 

Rayleigh substation at which it would connect, on a 

parcel of land at the centre of the Fairglen 

Interchange, between South Benfleet and Rayleigh. 

This is a separate application from other BESS 

projects in the local area and is not in relation to 

similarly named Fairglen BESS. 

 

Grid Network 

Connection to grid “How do you plan to connect to 

the grid?” 

 

Battery energy storage developments need to be 

located as close as possible to the substation from 

which its grid connection is provided in order to limit 

electrical losses, ensure efficiency of the system, and 

to limit potential environmental impacts from 

underground or overhead cabling. 

The Proposed Development would connect to a 

substation on site which would subsequently 

connect directly into Rayleigh substation to the 

north.  

Visual and landscape 

Coloured containers “Are there plans to have these 

containers coloured?” 

The storage containers for these systems come from 

the manufacturer in a grey colour. There are a 

handful of examples where containers have been 

coloured green at the request of the local council. 

The Applicant does not intend on changing the 

colour for this project due the nature of the site’s 

location on an interchange of three major roads and 

limited visibility. Instead, the Applicant has focused 

on natural screening and biodiversity improvements 

onsite with a Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) of 23.66% 

in habitat units, 11.39% in hedgerow units and 

10.19% in watercourse units. 
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Energy Storage 

“Have you, as a company, looked into other methods 

of storage?”  

“Where are you storing energy from?” 

The Applicant is primarily focusing on BESS due to 

their scalability and maturity to support in current 

grid stability requirements. The Applicant is, 

however, keeping an eye on innovations like thermal 

storage and long-duration storage solutions as 

technology advances. At present BESS technology is 

key to balancing and stabilising the UK's national 

electricity grid. 

 

Like most energy storage systems of this size, the 

Proposed Development would not be directly linked 

to an electricity generating station. The Proposed 

Development would be connected directly to the 

wider grid network, via the Rayleigh substation, and 

will be utilised by the network operator to balance 

peaks and troughs in energy demand and 

generation. This type of energy storage is considered 

the fastest technology for responding to sudden 

spikes in demand and is essential to help support the 

wider roll out of green energy across the UK. 

Decommissioning  

“What happens at the end of life of the project or lapse 

in planning consent?”  

At the end of the planning consent, several options 

are typically considered. If the system is still viable 

and there is a desire or need for the BESS to continue 

operating, a new planning application would 

generally need to be submitted to extend its life. 

Alternatively, the BESS may be decommissioned. The 

decision depends on factors like performance, grid 

needs, and regulatory conditions at the time.  

The Applicant has proven experience in 

decommissioning battery energy storage sites back 

to their original greenfield state. Projects 

decommissioned to date were relatively small, but 

their successful decommissioning serves as a model 

for future decommissioning of larger scale projects. 

98% of all materials on the sites were recycled.  

 

 

7 Summary 

The Applicant believes that consultation and effective communication is extremely important when developing 

a battery energy storage project. The Applicant has consulted proactively on the Proposed Development in 

order to facilitate an early and constructive consultation process and used a variety of methods to 

communicate and engage with the local community, stakeholders and other interested parties in order to 

facilitate a strong public understanding of the potential impacts and benefits of the Proposed Development. 
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This SCI sets out the consultation in respect of a full planning application for the Proposed Development. 

During the consultation period, one comment form was submitted in addition to correspondence and 

conversation with local elected representations. The comments and questions received during the consultation 

period and the one comment form received were neutral to the project.  

The Applicant is committed to continuing the open dialogue it has established with the local community during 

pre-application consultation as the planning process continues. The Proposed Development’s website at 

www.fairgreen-batterystorage.co.uk will be updated regularly to enable people to keep up to date with the 

latest news about the Proposed Development as it progresses. Once the planning application has been 

validated by Basildon Council, the Applicant will write to stakeholders and members of the community who 

have asked to be kept updated on the Proposed Development, to provide them with the planning reference 

number and contact details for Basildon Council’s Planning department, should they wish to submit a formal 

representation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fairgreen-batterystorage.co.uk/
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Appendix B – Pre-exhibition advertisement 
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Appendix C – Pre-exhibition newsletter mailing 
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Appendix D – Combined meeting presentation 
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Appendix E – Exhibition boards 
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Appendix F – Feedback comment form 
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